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bring our men and women home. It is 
my belief this is the best and most re-
sponsible policy for America—a policy 
that seeks to protect our national se-
curity while meeting our fiduciary re-
sponsibilities, and serving the interests 
of the service men and women and 
their families who have sacrificed so 
much on behalf of a grateful Nation. It 
is time. It is time. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, this year, 
we celebrate the 60th anniversary of 
the 1951 Convention Relating to the 
Status of Refugees. I am pleased that 
today, June 20, the international com-
munity is celebrating World Refugee 
Day, an important opportunity to rec-
ognize the continuing plight of the mil-
lions of refugees around the world who 
deserve our protection. 

It is also a moment to celebrate the 
accomplishments of refugees who have 
been resettled and are building new 
lives in the countries that welcomed 
them. 

The theme of World Refugee Day 2011 
is ‘‘Real People, Real Needs.’’ This 
theme reminds us that each individual 
refugee has a story to tell. Every ref-
ugee has experienced persecution, caus-
ing him or her to flee a home, a com-
munity, and a nation, because the cir-
cumstances are so dire that flight is 
the only option. Conflicts around the 
world are displacing persons, such that 
the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees now counts over 43 million 
persons who have been forced from 
their homes, which include refugees, 
internally displaced, and stateless per-
sons. For many of the world’s 15.4 mil-
lion refugees, resettlement is the only 
hope they have of rebuilding a stable 
life and home. 

The United States has long been 
committed to resettling refugees, but 
our resettlement program was 
strengthened by the enactment of the 
1980 Refugee Act. Over the past 30 
years, more than 2.6 million refugees 
and asylum seekers have found safety 
in the United States. And since 1989, al-
most 5,600 refugees have been resettled 
in my home State of Vermont. We are 
fortunate to have the Vermont Refugee 
Resettlement Program, with its dec-
ades of experience and award-winning 
volunteer program, leading this effort. 
Over the last 5 years, many of these 
new Vermonters have come from Bhu-
tan, Burma, and the Congo. Their cul-
ture is enriching my historically Anglo 
Saxon and French Canadian State. 

Throughout this challenging time, I 
have remained proud of the role that 
our Nation plays in protecting refugees 
abroad and in helping many resettle in 
the United States. In a time of tight 
budgets, I was pleased to be able to 
protect funding for refugee assistance 
and resettlement programs in the fiscal 
year 2011 appropriations continuing 
resolution, when many other programs 
were cut. 

The United States is a leader in 
international refugee protection. I am 
proud of that commitment and will 
work to ensure our government main-
tains this strong financial and political 
support. There is more that we can do, 
however. 

I regret that the United States is not 
in full compliance with its obligations 
under the 1951 Refugee Convention. 
Changes to the law and a handful of 
court opinions issued in recent years 
have eroded protections for some of the 
most vulnerable asylum seekers. 

Last week, I reintroduced the Ref-
ugee Protection Act, S. 1202, to restore 
the legal foundation of the United 
States for protection of refugees and 
asylum seekers. The Refugee Protec-
tion Act will correct serious short-
comings in current law, such as the 
overly broad definition of material sup-
port for terrorist groups. 

The Refugee Protection Act does not 
diminish the rigor of security and 
background checks of incoming refu-
gees, but it recognizes that the current 
law sweeps in a large number of per-
sons who were victims of persecution 
at the hands of terrorist organizations, 
not supporters of those terrorist 
groups. 

The Refugee Protection Act also re-
peals the 1-year filing deadline for asy-
lum seekers in the United States. This 
deadline was unnecessary when it was 
added to the law in 1996 and remains 
unnecessary now. 

Under court decisions interpreting 
our law, certain groups of asylum seek-
ers can face improperly high barriers 
to protection. For example, the Board 
of Immigration Appeals has required 
seekers who base a claim on persecu-
tion of their social group to show that 
the group is ‘‘socially visible.’’ This re-
quirement is not a part of the statute 
or implementing regulations. More-
over, it is unnecessarily onerous for 
certain groups who take great pains to 
conceal their membership in the social 
group. For example, lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, or transgendered individuals from 
certain countries may have to hide 
their identity to avoid physical attacks 
or extreme social isolation. Women 
from certain cultures must conceal 
that they have not been forcibly cir-
cumcised or face the threat that tribal 
leaders will subject them to this vio-
lent and dangerous practice. 

Our law grants asylum to those who 
have experienced persecution or have a 
well-founded fear of future persecution. 
Therefore, courts should not require 
these individuals to risk serious harm 
by exposing their membership in the 
persecuted social group in the home 
nation. Social visibility may be a fac-
tor in some cases, but must not be a 
baseline requirement to prevail on an 
asylum claim. 

I thank Senators LEVIN, AKAKA, and 
DURBIN for their support of the Refugee 
Protection Act of 2011. I also thank 
Representative ZOE LOFGREN for intro-
ducing a companion bill, H.R. 2185, in 
the House of Representatives. 

I hope that on World Refugee Day 
others will join us in helping to reform 
our domestic laws to help the victims 
of persecution worldwide. 

f 

LUKAS ROBERT CORWIN 
Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, as we dis-

cuss and debate the future of medical 
care for all citizens in our Nation, it is 
appropriate to take a few moments to 
salute heroes who make a truly life 
saving difference. 

June 3, 2011, was a very special day 
for me and my wife Charlene. We re-
ceived the joyous news that a great- 
grandson, Lukas Robert Corwin, had 
been born in Riley Hospital for Chil-
dren, Indianapolis, IN. I was privileged 
to visit Lukas early in the morning on 
the next day and to congratulate his 
proud parents, Jonathan and Christie 
Corwin. 

At that time, we had been informed 
that Lukas would require heart sur-
gery in a few weeks and would probably 
remain in the hospital until the date of 
surgery. Suddenly, just 2 weeks after 
his birth, it was apparent that Lukas 
could barely breathe and that his heart 
rate had dropped into the 40s. His 
evening nurse performed oral care. Dr. 
Turrentine determined that the sur-
gery must occur immediately and we 
prayed as Jonathan and Christie ac-
companied Lukas to the surgical area 
with the support of Ariana, Christie’s 
favorite nurse, Chrissy, Lukas’ evening 
nurse, Andrew, a medical student, 
Abby, another nurse, and Dr. 
Turrentine. 

These remarkable medical heroes for 
the next few hours performed miracu-
lous procedures that brought the or-
deal of Lukas to a very successful con-
clusion. I salute all of the life saving 
procedures and the gifted persons who 
were able to use them so well in truly 
saving the life of a beautiful little boy. 
Our prayers are now with Lukas, his 
parents, grandparents, and the dedi-
cated teams of life saving persons at 
Riley Hospital. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GERRY COUNIHAN 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, 

today I wish to pay tribute to Gerry 
Counihan, an extraordinary man and a 
wonderful example for us all. 

Gerry is a familiar face and a friend 
to the Members of this body. 

Each of us who have made the trip 
into this historic Capitol Building and 
boarded the elevator to cast a vote on 
this floor has been warmly welcomed 
or helped in some way by Gerry. 

Gerry’s life has had its share of chal-
lenges. 

He was born with a learning dis-
ability, but with his trademark deter-
mination and optimism he beat the 
odds and graduated from Franciscan 
University in 1988. 

Gerry first came to work here on 
Capitol Hill in 1991, and he returned in 
1997 to take a job as a tour guide. 

His enthusiasm and his love of Amer-
ican history made him an outstanding 
guide and a dedicated public servant. 
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